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RE-ENCHANTING VILLA MEDICI 

An exclusive collaboration between FENDI and the French Academy in Rome, with the support 

of the Mobilier National, for the refurbishment of six historic Salons at Villa Medici 

  

15 December 2022 

FENDI and the French Academy in Rome – Villa Medici unveil their latest collaboration, with the support 

of the Mobilier National∗, to refurbish six reception Salons at Villa Medici, including the majestic Grand 

Salon, offering a new décor that will encourage creativity and contemporary design. 

The design vision of Kim Jones, FENDI’s Artistic Director of Couture and Womenswear, and Silvia 

Venturini Fendi, Artistic Director of Accessories and Menswear, has led to a metamorphosis that brings 

to the fore a union between contemporary design and heritage, making Villa Medici a place that 

perpetuates exceptional know-how while creating the heritage of tomorrow.   

The Villa Medici is the result of a historical stratification that gives it a unique architectural and 

decorative identity, beginning with the Renaissance and continuing through the centuries, right up to 

the work of the artist Balthus in the 1960s and ‘70s and the designer and scenographer Richard Peduzzi 

in the early 2000s, both of whom took on the task of running the institution. 

Drawing on these legacies, colour has become the central element for the entire project developed by 

Kim Jones and Silvia Venturini Fendi for Villa Medici, with the support of the FENDI Architecture 

department. The new interpretation of the Salons combines a range of skills relating to their design, 

interior fittings and conservation-restoration: the original tones of the wall painting have been a starting 

point in choosing the palette for each room, reflected in particular in three custom-designed hand 

knotted carpets with graduated shading and entirely crafted from recycled French wool.  

The project was also inspired by the desire to create a dialogue between the existing heritage and 

contemporary designs created with the signature of FENDI artistic directors, FENDI Casa, and with 

special collaborations with designers. A selection of pieces by Italian designer Chiara Andreatti and by 

the French designers Noé Duchaufour-Lawrance, Ronan and Erwan Bouroullec and Toan Nguyen gives 

to the salons a new image. Noé Duchaufour-Lawrance drew his inspiration from Rome’s distinctive 

shapes and materials: the outline of the umbrella pines appears in his Borghese table, which he adapted 

for the Salon des Pensionnaires, while the paving of the Via Appia Antica inspired the tables he created 

especially for the Salon de Lecture and the Salon Bleu. The Virgola chairs by Chiara Andreatti are present 

in the Salon Bleu and Salon de Lecture, while her Welcome sofa and armchairs for FENDI Casa decorate 

the Salon des Pensionnaires.  

 

Following the shade of the wall painting, the Sandia sofa designed by Toan Nguyen and produced by 

FENDI Casa is coloured in a warm orange-rusty tone and is the protagonist of the Petit Salon. The 



 2 

Belleville Armchairs, designed by Ronan and Erwan Bouroullec and produced by Vitra, are given pride 

of place in the Grand Salon at Villa Medici. 

 

This ensemble of new furniture will dialogue with pieces of heritage furniture chosen or transformed by 

Balthus, geometric lighting creations by Richard Peduzzi and prints of 18th century casts of classical 

works by former artists Fellows of the Academy, from its own collections.  

The bond between heritage and contemporary art continues on the walls: thanks to an exceptional 

partnership with the Mobilier National, several modern and contemporary tapestries, mostly by women 

artists, are being introduced to Villa Medici. Works by Louise Bourgeois, Sheila Hicks, Aurelie Nemours, 

Alicia Penalba and Sonia Delaunay, as well as Raoul Ubac, Edoardo Chillida and Patrick Corillon, are 

exhibited in the rooms alongside tapestries from the Academy’s collections, from the so-called “Indes” 

series and the cycle of the Quattro stagioni on preparatory cartoons by Francesco Salviati. The sapient 

combination of tapestries culminates in the Grand Salon where black and white pieces and historical 

ones coexist giving to the space a new life and contemporary gallery feeling.  

This remarkable introduction of contemporary design to the historic Salons of Villa Medici, which had 

not undergone any significant changes for 20 years, was coupled with major restoration work: the 

decorations in the Grand Salon at Villa Medici were restored under the supervision of Pierre-Antoine 

Gatier, chief architect of historic monuments, and the tapestries of the Quattro stagioni cycle were 

restored by the Bobin Tradition workshop over a two-year period.  

Finally, this refurbishment was also an opportunity to upgrade the sound of the Villa Medici’s Salons 

with the partner Devialet, which drew on its expertise in cutting-edge acoustic engineering to create 

customised acoustic panels installed behind the tapestries of the Grand Salon in order to enhance the 

sound experience of the place without altering it. 

FENDI endorses its commitment towards the preservation of the artistic patrimony through this 

exclusive partnership and patronage, fuelling the Maison’s ever-lasting connection with the Eternal City, 

throughout the whole initiative, a major source of inspiration. 

 

 

∗The Mobilier National is a French institution that has supported the arts and crafts since the 17th century. Its mission is to 

ensure the conservation and restoration of its 130,000 items (tapestries, carpets, furniture, clocks, chandeliers, ceramics, 

historical textiles, etc.), and to perpetuate and pass on their exceptional craftsmanship. 
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DETAILS:  

Redesigned spaces:  

 Grand Salon, a 150 m2 room dedicated to Villa Medici’s cultural programme (events, concerts, 

performances, conferences, installations, etc.). 

 Salon des pensionnaires, a 60m2 space for artists Fellows for individual or group work sessions.  

 Salon de musique, 60m2 room for chamber music concerts or small public events. 

 Salon de lecture, a 60m2 room for conferences, seminars and internal meetings. 

 Salon Bleu, a 60m2 salon for welcoming guests and hosts at Villa Medici.  

 Petit salon, a 70m2 salon for welcoming guests and hosts at Villa Medici. 

 

Artistic direction:  

Kim Jones, Artistic Director of Couture and Womenswear, FENDI  

Silvia Venturini Fendi, Artistic Director of Accessories and Menswear, FENDI 

In collaboration with:  

Sam Stourdzé, Director of the French Academy in Rome – Villa Medici 

Hervé Lemoine, Director of the Mobilier National 

Pierre-Antoine Gatier, chief architect of historical monuments responsible for Villa Medici 

This project was made possible thanks to the support of: 

Bobin Tradition 

Devialet 

 

 

ABOUT THE FRENCH ACADEMY IN ROME – VILLA MEDICI 

Founded in 1666 by Louis XIV, the French Academy in Rome – Villa Medici is a French establishment 

located, since 1803, in the Villa Medici, a 16th-century villa surrounded by a seventeen-acre park, on 

Mount Pincio, in the heart of Rome. A national public institution under the authority of the Ministry of 

Culture, the French Academy in Rome – Villa Medici fulfils three complementary missions: to welcome 

high-level artists, creators and art historians in residence for one-year stays or shorter; to set up a 

cultural and artistic programme that includes all fields of the arts and creation and is aimed at a broad 

audience; to conserve, restore, study, and make its architectural and landscape heritage, as well as its 

art collections, known to the public. 

The French Academy in Rome – Villa Medici is directed by Sam Stourdzé. 

www.villamedici.it 

@villa_medici 

http://www.villamedici.it/
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ABOUT FENDI     

   

The house of FENDI was established by Adele and Edoardo Fendi in Rome in 1925. The opening of 

the first FENDI boutique – a handbag shop and fur workshop followed. Soon winning international 

acclaim, FENDI emerged as a brand renowned for its elegance, craftsmanship, innovation and style. 

The collaboration with the late Karl Lagerfeld began back in 1965 and lasted 54 years, in 1992 Silvia 

Venturini Fendi seconded him in the Artistic Direction. In 1994 she is given responsibility of Leather 

Goods Accessories and then the direction of the Menswear line. In 2000 the LVMH Group acquires 

FENDI becoming in 2001 its majority shareholder. In September 2020 Kim Jones is appointed Artistic 

Director of Couture and Womenswear, while Delfina Delettrez Fendi, fourth generation of the Fendi 

family, joins the Maison as Artistic Director of Jewelry. Today FENDI is synonymous with quality, 

tradition, experimentation and creativity.  

www.fendi.com 

@fendi 

 

PRESS CONTACTS: 

For FENDI:  

International: Flavia Cirrincione / flavia.cirrincione@fendi.com  

France, Monaco, Switzerland and Czech Republic: Elena Possiedi / elena.possiedi@fendi.com  

Italy, Spain, Russia, Turkey, Germany & Austria: Caterina Marra / caterina.marra@fendi.com  

 

 

For the French Academy in Rome – Villa Medici: 

France and international: Isabelle Baragan / isabellebaragan@orange.fr / T. +33 06 71 65 32 36 

Italy: Elisabetta Castiglioni / info@elisabettacastiglioni.it / T. +39 328 4112014 

 

 

For the Mobilier National: 

Anne Derrien / anne.derrien@culture.gouv.fr / T. +33 (0)1 44 08 52 86 

https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__urlsand.esvalabs.com_-3Fu-3Dhttp-253A-252F-252Fwww.fendi.com-26e-3D920b7a05-26h-3D13ced822-26f-3Dy-26p-3Dy&d=DwMGaQ&c=uSEuY5DFUpK1tHJgduTViA&r=2UCstA269cYwsgAO8YzYSYXR4t_En3s3vm43LV8-G-A&m=QxTwVNoLJ2PMuzl2SjNk_8R9648TWnkyeFRJyzQAWSQ&s=VHOvJVHlL2-YVwvdR6mt28NGfbzKgk0sG76-yIRUSJk&e=
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__www.instagram.com_fendi_-3Fhl-3Dit&d=DwMGaQ&c=uSEuY5DFUpK1tHJgduTViA&r=2UCstA269cYwsgAO8YzYSYXR4t_En3s3vm43LV8-G-A&m=QxTwVNoLJ2PMuzl2SjNk_8R9648TWnkyeFRJyzQAWSQ&s=OwTRj1pw2y5z0X2a_g4xUNB2_xY7YyNMY02KGQnygIg&e=
mailto:flavia.cirrincione@fendi.com
mailto:elena.possiedi@fendi.com
mailto:caterina.marra@fendi.com
mailto:isabellebaragan@orange.fr
mailto:info@elisabettacastiglioni.it
mailto:anne.derrien@culture.gouv.fr

