
Diane Arbus
(1923-1971)

Diane Arbus – née Nemerov – learnt photography from her husband Allan Arbus, 
before going on to study at the New School in New York. Even though she was 
part of a pre-existing urban documentary photographic tradition, she stood 
out by using a square 6x6 format, through a mastery of developing and printing 
techniques, but above all by her ability to capture the unusual in daily life. Her work 
presents a troubling portrait of America in the 1960s. 

Édouard Boubat 
(1923-1999)

Commandeered for forced labour in Germany when he was twenty years old, it 
was only after the war that Édouard Boubat began taking photographs. He decided 
to use his work to celebrate life. A reporter for Réalités up until 1967, he was 
published by several French and international magazines. His independent career 
led him to Asia, Africa and America. His final photo-reportage recorded the street 
theatre performances of the Romanès circus in Paris between 1997 and 1999.

Mohamed Bourouissa
(1978- )

Mohamed Bourouissa is a French artist born in 1978 in Blida, Algeria. By capturing 
the broad outlines of contemporary society, he has produced an implicit record. 
The subjects of his photographs and videos are of marginalized people, at a 
crossroads between integration and exclusion. Each project is preceded by a long 
period of immersion. He looks at mass media images with a critical eye. In 2017 he 
was shortlisted for the Pictet Prize.

Marcel Bovis
(1904-1997)

Self-taught, Marcel Bovis became a photographer during his military service. He 
photographed Paris by night from 1927: street parties, theatres, museums as 
well as Algeria between 1925 and 1958. He happily adjusted his negatives and 
prints (by editing, tinting, solaristion, use of collage) from which he would produce 
several books and commissions. As a member of the Groupe des XV, he was 
committed to defending author copyright. 

Gyula Halász, noto con lo pseudonimo di Brassaï
(1899-1984)

Guyula Halász, known as Brassaï, is a French photographer originally from 
Hungary, who also drew, painted, sculpted and wrote. He arrived in Paris in 1924 
and captured the shady, murky world of Paris by night and photographed several 
artists and intellectuals of the time. He became well known internationally with 
the series Grafitti. In 1956, his film Tant qu’il y aura des bêtes was a prize-winner 
at Cannes. In 1974 he was made a Chevalier des Arts et des Lettres and in 1976 he 
received the Légion d’honneur.

Gilles Caron
(1939-1970)

It was in 1962 on his return from military service in Algeria that Gilles Caron began 
to take photographs. He joined the Gamma Agency when it was created in 1967. 
In this golden age of French photojournalism Gilles Caron was everywhere, taking 
celebrity photographs as well as attending conflicts around the world (the Biafran 
war, May 68, Londonderry and Belfast in 1969, Chad in the 1970s). He disappeared 
in Cambodia on April 5th 1970, following a coup by General Lon Nol.



Henri Cartier-Bresson
(1909-2004)

Passionate about painting, Henri Cartier-Bresson used the camera like a 
sketchbook, as a tool whose immediacy allowed him to capture the expressiveness 
of the world. Active in the resistance during the second world war, he 
photographed the liberation of Paris. In 1947 he founded the Magnum Photo 
agency with other photographers. His assignments in Europe, in the URSS, North 
America, South America and Asia are invaluable records of the world during the 
Cold War period.

Philippe Chancel
(1959- )

For twenty years Philippe Chancel has followed a photographic career that 
spans art, documentary and journalism. After having studied economics and 
photojournalism he explored the world of contemporary art through the lens of 
documentary photography. He is currently working on a documentary project 
called Datazone which attempts to show, from various angles, overexposed areas 
or on the contrary, those areas ignored by the media. Every contributory element 
to photography is important to him.

Stéphane Couturier
(1957- )

An architectural photographer who became an art photographer, Stéphane 
Couturier was a practitioner of urban archeology according to the title of his first 
series exhibited in 1994. He captured a city being transformed: a place of cranes, 
scaffolding and construction materials. By fusing and manipulating images he 
revealed an organic city in transformation, in colour, sometimes presented as 
giant diptychs or triptychs. Looking at these the viewers eye becomes distracted, 
captivated by the details. 

Bruce Davidson
Né en 1933

Bruce Davidson learnt photography during his studies at the Rochester Institute of 
Technology and at Yale University. Once his military service was completed in 1957, 
he worked as a freelance photographer for LIFE magazine and in 1958 became a 
member of the Magnum Photo agency. For thirty years he completed important 
work covering the American civil rights movement, then the social conditions 
in East Harlem and he also documented the dark underworld of the New York 
subway.

Luc Delahaye
(1962- )

Luc Delahaye began his career as a photojournalist. He concentrated on war 
reporting, producing images that combined dangerous proximity to the events 
and an emotional distance. In 2001 he stopped working with the press in order 
to develop work that blurred the frontiers between art, news and sociology. 
Through indexed sequences and variations around specific motifs, the subjects 
photographed can only be recreated through careful scrutiny by the spectator. 

Robert Doisneau
(1912-1994)

In 1931, Robert Dosineau, a graduate of the École Estienne, discovered the New 
Objectivity photographic style at the home of the photographer André Vigneau. 
After the Second Waolrd War he joined the Rapho agency with whom he covered 
Parisian and foreign news. These photo-reportages appeared in Life, Paris Match, 
Réalités, Point de Vue, etc. Together with Willy Ronis and Édouard Boubat, he is 
one of the principal figures of the French humanist photographic movement. 



Gilles Ehrmann 
(1928 – 2005)

Gilles Ehrman began his photographic career during the period between 1945 
and 1975, known as les Trentes Glorieuses, during which photography was not 
considered as an art form. Despite this obstacle he developed personal, surrealist 
work that was published and used as illustrations. Les Inspirés et leurs demeures, a 
photo reportage focused on collectors of Art Brut, was awarded the Nadar Prize in 
1963. He said that his work was not ‘difficult to understand’. 

Véronique Ellena
(1966-)

Véronique Ellena was introduced to photography by the Gilbert Fastenaekens 
studio at ENSAV in La Cambre in Brussels. It was by dramatizing daily life that 
she began her photographic career in the 1990s. Her work was also focused in 
particular on still life. She met the gallery owner Rodolphe Janssen from Brussels 
with whom she would work together for four years. In 1996 she joined the Alain 
Gutharc Gallery in Paris. Her photographs are present in many private and public 
collections.

Mitch Epstein
(1952-)

A trained photographer, Mitch Epstein is well known for his documentary work 
in India and then Vietnam, working together with Mira Nair, his wife. He returned 
to the United States in 1995 where he explored the relationship between private 
and public in New York, in particular with the series Family Business where he 
observed the bankruptcy of his father’s furniture store. Between 2003 and 2009 
he documented the American energy network in American Power. He was regularly 
published in the New York Times Sunday Magazine.

Louis Faurer 
(1916 – 2001)

During the Second World War Louis Faurer worked as a civilian photographic 
technician for the US Army. He published his first fashion photograph in 1948 in 
Bazaar Junior and worked in the industry until the 1960s. He then moved into the 
movie business in Hollywood where he became a set photographer. He obtained 
the National Endowment for the Arts in 1978, 1981 and 1982.

Andreas Feininger
(1906-1999)

It was during his architectural training in Zerbst that Andreas Feininger was 
introduced to photography. He gave up his job as an architect in 1936 to devote 
himself to photography and emigrated to the United States in 1939. Even though 
his most famous photograph was a portrait, The Photojournalist, Feininger is also 
well known for his dizzying views of New York. He wrote several photographic 
manuals. In 1991 the International Center of Photography gave him their Infinity 
Lifetime Achievement Award. 

Robert Frank
(1924-2019)

Robert Frank is an American photographer and director originally from 
Switzerland. He was a member of the Beat movement, travelling across the 
United States between 1955 and 1956, in order to photograph the different 
levels of American society. After 1972 he changed his working methods by using 
photomontage, manipulated negatives and scribbled on polaroids. From this body 
of autofiction Robert Frank published several books.



Luigi Ghirri
(1943-1990)

A surveyor by profession, Luigi Ghirri began to take photographs in the 1960s 
during his weekends. He observed, without explicit commentary, the man-made 
modifications made to his native landscape in Emilia-Romagna; a vernacular 
society exposed to new styles of housing and leisure. At the end of the 1980s he 
photographed the two houses belonging to the painter Giorgio Morandi, with 
whom he shared a similar understanding of light and studio work.

Paul Fusco
(1930-2020)

A graduate in photojournalism from the University of Ohio, Paul Fusco joined 
LOOK magazine in 1957. In 1968 it was as a photojournalist that he joined the 
funeral train carrying Robert F. Kennedy’s body a few days after his assassination. 
During the journey he immortalized the thousands of grieving Americans who lined 
the route to pay their last respects to the senator. Of the two thousand images 
taken that day, each one told a different story, and together they made up an epic 
portrait of American identity. Paul Fusco joined Magnum Photos in 1974.

Mario Giacomelli
(1925-2000)

A self-taught artist born into a modest family, Mario Giacomelli acquired his 
first camera in 1954. From 1956 as part of La Boussole group his approach to 
photography was as an art form free from the constraints of documentary story 
telling. He used reality to create a poetic style which tended towards abstraction. 
From the 1970s he worked closely with writers and poets, such as Mario Luzi and 
Jorge Luis Borges.

Nan Goldin
(1953- )

Nan Goldin began taking photographs in 1965, following the suicide of her sister, 
in order to conserve her memories. In Boston then in New York, where she moved 
in 1978, she took photographs of the alternative subculture groups that she 
frequented and produced intimate and militant montages of them, the images 
annotated with the names, places and precise dates of the settings. From 1995 
onwards Nan Goldin’s work became collaborative and transdisciplinary, borrowing 
from cinematic working practices.

Paul Graham
(1956- )

Paul Graham considers himself an artist-photographer. In the 1980s his colour 
photo reportages from Great Britain and Northern Ireland transformed the black 
and white tradition which dominated British art photography until then. Today he 
works on the expectations that the viewer brings to photography. In the series 
American Night for example the social divisions of American society are reflected 
through extremely under exposed, almost invisible images.

Harry Gruyaert
(1941- )

Initially trained as a documentary filmmaker, Harry Gruyaert began taking 
advertising and fashion photographs in Paris from 1962. The stability that this 
work provided allowed him to develop in parallel a graphic photographic style, 
stimulated by his travel experiences and his love of the cinema and painting. 
He used photography to explore rather than to document or tell stories, and he 
described it as a physical experience, as a living, sensual pleasure.



Dave Heath 
(1931-2016)

Dave Heath became interested in photography after having discovered Ralph 
Crane’s Bad Boy’s Story in Life magazine in May 1947, and the book Photography 
is a Language by John Whiting. In 1952, stationed in Korea, he took many 
photographs of the conflict. On his return he studied photography until 1956, at 
which point he moved to New York and became a street photographer. His most 
famous work is a series of portraits of passers-by in Washington Square.

Laura Henno
(1976- )

Following her photographic studies at ENSAV in La Cambre, Laura Henno 
began working in film in Fresnoy. She brought to light a plurality of voices that 
cohabited on the margins of society. She favoured an immersive approach within 
communities that she followed over several years. From the Comoro Islands to 
California, from Rome to Réunion Island, she developed a documentary approach 
which bypassed the usual codes of that style, enriched by an important fictional 
dimension. In 2019 she was the winner of the SAM prize for contemporary art.

René Giton, known under the pseudonym of René-Jacques 
(1908-2003)

Born in Phnom Penh in Cambodia, René Giton, known as René-Jacques, studied 
in France and was passionate about photography. His approach to man and 
technique, nature and civilization revealed a distant restraint which translated 
into a mistrust of myth. Known for his photo-reportage, he also illustrated several 
literary works after the war. As part of the association Rectangle and the Groupe 
des XV, he fought for recognition of the photographic profession.

Ray K. Metzker
(1931-2014)

A graduate of the Chicago Institute of Design, Ray K. Metzer occupies a particular 
place in the history of American photography. His work, which is exclusively in 
black and white, is representative of a generation of photographers for whom 
experimentation was key. Montages, juxtapositions, multiple exposures, double 
exposures: for more than fifty years his work centered on the dark room, in a 
search for light. He taught at the Philadelphia College of Art.

Nadav Kander
(1961- )

Nadav Kander is a photographer, director and artist. He has worked together 
with people from the worlds of finance, travel and leisure, entertainment, and 
with drink and sporting brands. He also takes many portrait photographs of 
famous celebrities. From 2006 he took photographs of landscapes that distorted 
the human scale. The prize-winning series Yangtze: The Long River took China’s 
principal thoroughfare and used it as a metaphor for constant and overwhelming 
change.

Chris Killip
(1946-2020)

Chris Killip began taking photographs in 1967 in London for an advertising agency. 
From 1969 he became deeply involved with communities in the north of England, 
his native country, in order to record the deindustrialization and the confrontation 
between the British working class and a hostile economic policy. His black and 
white images, mostly in a 4x5 format, are now recognised as an important record 
of life in Great Britain during the 1980s. 



François Kollar
(1904-1979)

Originally from Hungary, François Kollar was exiled to Paris in 1924 and quickly 
found his place as part of the humanist photographic movement. He stood out 
with his skill in lighting and framing, as well as his use of double exposure and 
solarization. He worked in luxury advertising, took several portraits of famous 
people and completed photo-reportage assignments in France and abroad. The 
URSS paid homage to him in 1965 by granting him a solo exhibition at the National 
Gallery in Bratislava. 

Josef Koudelka
(1938- )

An aeronautical engineer in Prague, Josef Koudelka was initially known above all 
for his photographs of the theatre. He left his job and then the Czech Republic 
in the 1960s. His interest in religious and popular festivals and in the gypsy 
community meant that he travelled around Europe. He immersed himself in his 
work in order to capture the seriousness of daily life. From 1971 to 1980 he was 
a freelance photographer for the Magnum Photo agency. From the 1980s he 
travelled around the Mediterranean. 

Dorothea Lange
(1895-1965)

When the Great Depression hit the United States in the 1930s, Dorothea Lang ran 
a portrait studio in San Francisco. She then turned towards street photography. 
Her photographs of homeless people attracted the attention of the Resettlement 
Administration who hired her in 1935. She then published images of poverty 
and distress in the San Francisco News which moved sections of the American 
population. Her images led to the acceleration of the release of emergency food aid 
provided by the American government.

Saul Leiter
(1923-2013)

When Saul Leiter moved to New York in 1946 he initially wanted to be a painter, 
but he quickly began to experiment in photography using expired Kodachrome 
35mm film, which he used to take many street scenes. He initially won awards for 
his black and white fashion work, but today he is recognised as a pioneer in colour 
photography. His exploration of the pictorial qualities of photography produced a 
vibrant record of 1950s New York. 

Christian Lemaire
(1932- )

A photographer during the period between 1945 and 1975, known as les Trentes 
Glorieuses, Christian Lemaire was part of the generation sensitive to the life of the 
street, workshops and factories, of public life and the evolution of the capital. He 
worked for the most important advertising agencies from the 1960s as well as for 
private national companies. From 1975 to 1992 he managed the photo libraries of 
the TOTAL Group and then ELF Atochem. Having retired from professional work in 
1992, he organised his own archive. 

Léon Levinstein
(1913-1988)

A graphic designer by trade, Levinstein was a solitary figure. He spent his spare 
time pacing the streets of New York. He looked for faces, bodies, attitudes, 
gestures that would form a strong and coherent composition. Obsessed by people 
to the point of approaching his subjects in a way that few photographers could, he 
did however maintain an absolute emotional distance. Still little known at the end 
of his career, he is today recognized as a key figure in 20th century photography.



Helen Levitt
(1913-2009)

Inextricably linked with New York, Helen Levitt took many photographs of children 
and daily life in Harlem, Brooklyn and the Lower East Side. She bought her first 
Leica in 1936 to photograph the chalk drawings made by children in the street to 
whom she was teaching art. She was neither a photojournalist nor a documentary 
photographer. Her images taken on the spot with a 35mm camera are not 
dissimilar to the French film movement of poetic realism.

Vivian Maier
(1926-2009)

Vivian Maier is an American street photographer. She took photographs during her 
free time while working as a nanny. She initially used black and white photography 
for self portraits and urban scenes, and then became interested in colour in order 
to photograph lost property, newspapers and graffiti. In the 1990s she was forced 
to stop taking photographs. Her large body of work was discovered in 2007 when 
it was seized in order to settle her debts.

Susan Meseilas
Née en 1948

Susan Meseilas joined the Magnum Photo agency in 1976 in order to cover the 
conflicts in Kurdistan, Nicaragua and El Salvador. She is particularly well known for 
her work on adolescence, femininity and the gentrification of New York City. The 
series Prince Street Girls, put together between 1976 and 1990, follows the girl 
gangs of Little Italy from childhood until adulthood. In 2019 she won the Kering 
Women in Motion Award during the Rencontres d’Arles.

Joel Meyerowitz
Né en 1938

Joel Meyerowitz was born in New York in the Bronx. He is one of the pioneers of 
colour art photography, which he used from 1962. He was the only photographer 
admitted to Ground Zero in New York to photograph the site of the attacks on 
September 11th 2001. In 2017 he was recognised, for his life’s work, by the Leica 
Hall of Fame.

Janine Niépce
(1921-2007)

Janine Niépce, art historian and member of the resistance, was one of the first 
French women to work as a photojournalist. From 1946 she travelled around 
France documenting the rural exodus. She covered the events of May 68 and then 
concentrated on the struggles of women for contraception, abortion and equal 
salaries. She was decorated as a Chevalier de l’Ordre des Arts et des Lettres in 
1981.

Willy Ronis
(1910-2009)

Willy Ronis was born in Paris and the French capital was always his preferred 
subject matter. He began his career in 1936 as a freelance reporter and 
photographer. After the war he joined the Rapho Agency and worked for illustrated 
magazines, including those for fashion and industry. A master of capturing the 
chance moment, he discretely recorded daily life in Paris. Belleville – Ménilmontant, 
published in 1954, which gathered together many of his photographs of the 20th 
arrondissement, became a cult book in the humanist style. He taught photography 
up until 1968.



Judith Joy Ross
(1946- )

Judith Joy Ross’s body of photographic work is a collection of portraits put 
together over three decades. From schoolchildren in Hazleton to activists 
protesting against the war in Iraq, Judith Joy Ross’s portraits, full-face, often with 
tight framing, are of a rare intensity. The artist invites the people that she meets 
to pose, and her gallery of portraits underlines her sincere social and political 
engagement.

Arthur S. Siegel
(1913-1978)

A sociology graduate in 1937, Arthur S. Siegel subsequently worked for several 
magazines and press agencies. From 1951 he was a pioneer in colour photography. 
His photographic subject matter turned to abstract forms in order to explore the 
variations and tones produced by various emotional states. In 1965 he became a 
teacher at the Institute of Design, part of the Armour Institute, and in 1971 he 
became its president.

Mike Smith
Né en 1951.

Mike Smith is an American documentary photographer. In 1965 he documented 
the Selma marches for Afro-American civil rights. He served in the American army 
during the Vietnam War between 1970 and 1971. Since 1981 he has been Emeritus 
Professor of Photography at East Tennessee State University

Paul Strand
(1890-1976)

Paul Strand is an American painter and photographer who is considered as one 
of the pioneers of modernist American photography. Initially figurative, he then 
distanced himself from this photographic style and relied more on montage and 
retouching in order to explore the spontaneity of the photographic image. In New 
York, Mexico and then in France he photographed movement and abstraction.

Sabine Weiss
(1924-2021)

Sabine Weiss began to take photographs at the age of eleven with a camera 
bought with her own pocket money. She completed her photographic studies in 
1945 and opened her own studio in 1950. 
Her photographs reflect the optimism of the post-liberation years: she 
photographed personalities from the worlds of cinema, music and fashion. She 
recorded the people from the Omo region in Ethiopia, the Copts in Egypt and from 
Réunion Island. In 2021 a retrospective of her work was shown at the Rencontres 
d’Arles and she received the Kering Prize Women in Motion Photography


